
BLUE JEAN BALL
Saturday, June 4th is the date for this year’s Blue

Jean Ball, “Under the Stars!” Our fourth annual Blue
Jean Ball is an upscale party with a casual atmosphere
that features excellent food prepared by local chefs,
great Silent and Live Auctions, and wonderful guests!

You will have a
wonderful dinner
with fabulous peo-
ple, serenaded by
The Taylor Blues
Band.  There are
unparalleled “shop-
ping opportunities”
at the Live and
Silent Auctions!
And all this fun
helps us provide
camp experiences
for 500 needy and
deserving children in
our community.
What a deal!

Watch your mail
in late April for your
invitation and join us
at the home of Felix
and Susan Williams
in Ladue for this fun
and lovely evening.

If you would like
to help us with this
year’s Blue Jean
Ball, please call our
office at 314-644-
3322.

DEDICATION OF THE 
HOPMEIER HOUSE AND
JACOBSEN LIBRARY

Those of you who have been reading our newsletter
for the last year or so will know about our unique and
wonderful camp reading program called SQUIRT.
For our new readers, SQUIRT, (super quiet uninter-
rupted individual reading time) has become a camper
and staff favorite activity, thanks to the acquisition of
over 1000 books for children and adolescents in our
camp library.  SQUIRT has become so popular and
our book collection so large that we have decided to
dedicate one of the camp buildings for a temperature
and humidity controlled library and reading room.
The building chosen for these purposes is the second
oldest building in camp, a wonderful log cabin that
over the years has been the camp health center, full-
time staff housing, offices and camp director housing.

This summer at 2:00 PM on Saturday, July 30th we
will formally dedicate the log cabin as the “Hopmeier
House” in honor of current Board member, Pat
Hopmeier and her husband, Sam, who is a former
Board member.  Both Pat and Sam together have dedi-
cated decades of their time and energy on behalf of
Sherwood Forest. One of our anonymous donors for the
camp library has designated the gifts in honor of Pat.  

The library within will be designated the “Jacobsen
Library,” in honor of our camp librarian and current
Board member, Dorothy Jacobsen.  The library is being
named to recognize Dorothy’s phenomenal library
skills (she has a Master’s Degree in Library Science)
and her ceaseless dedication, as well as her ability to
enlist the help of others, including her husband, Jim and
daughter, Pam, and another anonymous library donor! 

We invite you to come to camp on July 30th to join
in the festivities!  Please call our office 314-644-3322
or email abond-sfc@sbcglobal.net if you would like to
attend.



CAMP STORIES
It never ceases to amaze me the

number of camp stories that we hear.
Much of this edition of our newsletter
is devoted to letting you read, in their
own words, stories about Sherwood
Forest Camp, from former campers
whose lives were profoundly affected
by their camp experiences.  

I received emails from two former staff members, one
of whom graduated from our Leadership Training pro-
gram in 1982.  Both tell of how formative and important
camp was in their lives.  

Dexter, who has a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood
Education and worked at camp while an undergraduate at
Truman State University wrote, “Sherwood Forest is never
far from my thoughts.  In fact I was speaking to someone
about how the most significant experience I have ever had
working with and understanding the needs and develop-
ment of children came from working at camp.  So, thanks
for giving me that opportunity.”

And Larry surprised me with a note after 20 years of
being away from camp to say, ”I look back at the time I
spent at the camp (most of my childhood) with a feeling
that I was a lucky kid.  The joy I had each summer, and the
friends I made.  My wife Gina has always endured my
endless summer camp stories, and I still remember most
of the camp fire songs.”

I heard the following story from Shari, a camp col-
league, and the director of a private camp in Minnesota
whose home base is here in St. Louis.  She told me she
hailed a taxi cab at the airport.  During the drive home, she
struck up a conversation with the driver about her work.
When the driver discovered that Shari was a camp direc-
tor, he told her that he had gone to camp as a child.  She
asked him which camp and he responded, “Sherwood
Forest Camp.”

Shari told the cab driver that she knew Sherwood Forest
Camp and the staff who work there.  And then the man
revealed how important camp had been in his life, how it
had provided a foundation for him, and had taught him
how to make something of his life.  He paused for a
moment, and then said, “I know what you’re thinking.
You’re thinking that if I learned all that at camp, how
come I drive a cab.”

And without waiting for Shari to reply, he continued.
Well, I may be just a cab driver, but I have raised three
children on the lessons I learned at camp.  They are grown
now; one is a doctor and two are lawyers.”

I am so grateful to Shari for telling me that story and
only wish she had gotten the man’s name!

Such is the power of a camp experience to shape,
change, and even save the life of a young person.  Pat’s
story, too, from the Annual Dinner, powerful as it is, is not
unique.  We are privileged to know of hundreds of young
people who once passed through the gates of Sherwood
Forest Camp, and whose lives were transformed by the
experience. 

What a testament all these stories are, to the power of
camp, its life long influence in young people’s lives and its
impact on so many other lives touched by those campers.
It is their stories that remind me of why I do this work.

Mary Rogers

“MY FIRST DAY AT SHERWOOD
FOREST CAMP”

This is a story that was
written by Joe Murphy, who
attended camp as a child.  Joe
holds a MasterÕs Degree in
Business Administration, is a
graduate of the Leadership
class of 1989 and a former
staff member.

Of the many paths that I
have taken in life, the one to
Sherwood Forest Camp has
been most memorable and
challenging to me because it
provided much needed direc-
tion to a misguided youth.

I just didn’t want to go to Sherwood Forest Camp that first summer!  I
wasn’t afraid of camp, but it was the last session of the summer, the ses-
sion that was geared towards the younger kids and also for some kids with
disabilities.  I thought the younger kids couldn’t do some of the regular
camp activities, the disabled kids would slow me down, and I wouldn’t
have much fun at camp.  

I remember sweating with anxiety, looking at my mom as she watched
the bus pull away from the park where we were all picked up.  She would
be free the rest of this summer from three very ornery kids, me, my older
brother and my older sister.  On the bus, I sat next to a kid who was bub-
bling with excitement about going to this camp.  His name was Josh, and
his zealousness made me even more furious that I was forced to go.  As
my other brother and sister ignored me, Josh kept talking to me nonstop.
I ignored him.  Josh said things like, “I can’t wait to go swimming, have
you been swimming before?” and “My mom said we might get to go on a
real camping trip in the woods.  Do you think we will be in the same
group?” Josh wore me down with his constant questioning.  Finally, I
answered him with an exhausted, “maybe,” or “yes,” or “alright.”

As we got near camp, two and a half hours away from where my glee-
ful mother dropped us off, I began thinking that this camp stuff might not
be so bad after all, but I was still a little hesitant about being with the
younger kids or the kids with disabilities, still thinking that they would
keep me from doing the “good stuff.”

When the bus pulled up near the Dining Hall, I could feel myself
becoming uneasy once again.  In an instant moment of panic, I immedi-
ately wished to be placed in the same group as Josh.  I thought that since
he was so excited, camp would be more fun with him.  He and I would
most definitely be able to do all the stuff the younger kids couldn’t do and
no disabled kids would slow us down.  

Then, as the bus came to a stop,
the doors squealed open, and
almost all the kids rushed to the
doors in a stampede.  They piled
off the bus as quickly as they
could.  Josh, however, didn’t
budge.  He just sat there, smiling
and gleaming with excitement.  I
said, “Come on, let’s go!” He
said, “O.k., but I need to wait for
everyone else to get off the bus
first, I need to get my walking
crutches.” I was stunned.  I just
continued on back page

Joe is the third camper from the left in the
back row.

Joe with his second cabin group
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ANNUAL DINNER
The evening of January 27th, almost 100

guests joined us in the “Spirit of St. Louis”
Room at the Airport Marriott for our Annual
Recognition Dinner.  Our guests enjoyed the
beauty of the room, with three walls of windows
looking out over the airport, a delicious dinner,
and heartfelt words on the impact of camp in a
young life from our 2004 Leadership Training graduate, Gabe
Edwards.  Twenty-six of our guests received special recognition for
their generous support of Sherwood Forest in the last year.

Our guests listened with rapt attention to our keynote speaker, Pat
Schneider, as she told us about her life and her work with women
living in public housing in Massachusetts.  Pat is the author of nine
books, international writing instructor, founder of the Amherst
Writers and Artists collective and former Sherwood Forest camper.

Pat framed her story using an old camp song, called “Witchcraft.”
ÒIf there were witchcraft, IÕd make two wishes: a winding road

that beckons me to roam and then IÕd wish for a blazing campfire to
welcome me when IÕm returning home.Ó

Pat described growing up in
St. Louis in the 1940’s, living
with her mother and younger
brother in a two room tenement
where eight families shared one
bathroom that no one ever
cleaned.  As a little girl, Pat
would look out the window onto
streetcars passing below and tell
herself, “I will get out of here
and I will never forget.”

How Pat “got out” and what she was able to accomplish in her life
was the heart of her presentation.  She told us that three things
enabled her to “get out.” The first happened when Pat and her little
brother, Sam went to Edgewood
Children’s Home, because her
mother was afraid she might
hurt the children.  Pat described
her life at Edgewood as clean,
with no roaches, but sad
because her brother wasn’t
allowed to stay there.  People
there were kind, but she felt that
no one loved her.  The last
opportunity that enabled Pat to
leave the life of poverty was a
four year scholarship to Central
Methodist College from Union Methodist Church.

And in between was Sherwood Forest.  Pat
said, “It was at Sherwood Forest Camp that I had
a camp counselor who loved me.  She never told
me so… but she chose me to be her assistant
counselor.  She believed in me.  She loved me.
And I knew it.”

Pat concluded her moving story with these
comments:

“When I was a child, I didn’t know where the
money came from to run a camp for what were then called ‘under-
privileged children’.  I know a little more about that now.  I know
that a lot of the money comes from people like you.  You make it
possible for a child like me to have an alternative vision of what her
life might be.  You make it possible for a teenager like me to be
trained in leadership skills.  You make it possible for a college stu-
dent like Janette Corn to spend her summer loving kids who have no
wilderness except tough prairie grass coming up through sidewalk
cracks.  Kids who have no idea what shooting stars look like.  You
make it possible for kids to have regular meals, and songs to sing
after every meal.  You make it possible for kids to make little bas-
kets, get into their own fingers the knowledge of how Indians wove
pine needles into baskets.  You make it possible for a kid from a ten-
ement to watch water spiders skim across the top of a river, to fall in
love with rivers, to grow up and write a book of poems titled
“Another River.”

“Here is a poem from that book.  It is dedicated to Janette Corn,
whom I knew as “Happy.”

How the Stars Came Down
Night.  How the stars came down
arching over us, and the only name
we had for them was shooting stars.
Why there were so many was anybodyÕs guess.
My great grandmother thought the world
was coming to an end when HaleyÕs comet
flared across the sky.  I lay flat on my back 
and watched the night sky falling
all around me and I wanted
more than anything, never to go home.
I did, of course.
They put us campers into busses
and drove us back to tenements,
asphalt and streetlights in the city.
What I didnÕt know that night
in my bedroll at Sherwood Forest Camp
was that when I got home,
home wasnÕt my real home any more.
I had a new home in my remembering
and it was dark and safe and beautiful
with shooting stars still falling all around.Ó

Pat Schneider Gabe Edwards

Susan Williams, Mary Rogers, Ted
Isaacs, and Felix Williams

Don Levin with Fancy and 
Dean Thompson

Sue Levin, Mary Rogers, Alice Miller, and Pat Schneider George Stephans, Deni Eyerman, Barry Greenberg, and Curt Ittner
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STAFF SPOTLIGHTS
We have an incredibly dedicated and tal-

ented staff and we would like for you to
know more about them.  Here are two arti-
cles, one written by our Site Manager, Gary
Chastain and the other about our newest
additions to the camp family.

Did you know that Gary Chastain, our
Site Manager is also a former camper, grad-
uate in the Leadership Class of 1970 and
has been affiliated with Sherwood Forest
since 1967?  He met his wife, Nina at
camp!  In addition to his duties maintaining
our camp, Gary is an incredibly knowl-
edgeable naturalist.  No one knows (or
cares for) better than him every square foot
of our land, the plants and animals to be
found there, and its geologic and natural
history.  Here is a story about our camp
written by Gary. 

NEW STAFF MEMBERS
Welcome to our staff Addie Bond and Ann King, who

both joined in the second half of December last year!
Addie Bond is our new administrative assistant.  She

may be young, but she is incredibly qualified for the
position, having spent the last two years as the
Assistant Camp Director for Camp Kamaji, a private
girls camp in Minnesota, and two summers prior to that
as Kamaji’s summer camp office manager.  Addie comes to Missouri by way of
Columbus, Ohio where she grew up and Tempe, Arizona where she earned two
undergraduate degrees, in Political Science and Elementary Education from Arizona
State University.  Addie is like a sunny storm: she creates energy and she makes
things happen!

Ann King is our new bookkeeper.  Ann was introduced to us last year by Sue
Schwartz-Doyle, a graduate in the Leadership Class of 1976, when we were looking
for temporary assistance with preparing for our annual audit.  Ann is married to
Michael and they are the parents of three almost grown children.  Ann has an under-
graduate degree in Accounting from the University of Missouri-Columbia and a
Master’s Degree in Business Administration from the University of Missouri- St.
Louis.  We are thrilled to have the assistance of a bookkeeper with her level of pro-
fessional knowledge regarding accounting and business practices.

Anyone who has been a camper or staff mem-
ber at Sherwood Forest has memories of one or
two camp locations, the site at Cuivre River
State Park and/or the site outside of Lesterville,
Missouri.  At both these locations thousands of
children have experienced the magic of camp.

For the first 41 years, campers and staff
enjoyed hikes along Big Sugar Creek, sunsets on
Frenchmans’ Bluff, molding clay in a beautiful
Craft House, and witnessing spectacular council
fires at Lincoln Green.  Today, and for the past
25 years, the memories are of hikes to the Mud Cave, Lee Mountain
sunsets, funyaking on Buder Lake, and magic fires at the Closing
Council Fire amphitheater.  

Our first camp, although designed by architects on our board, was
leased property.  Today, Sherwood Forest Camp owns 487 acres of
the southern Missouri Ozarks, and this story is about that land.

On a government map the valley where camp is located is titled
“Adam’s Hollow,” named after the family who in the 19th century
cleared and settled the land.  The land has a history not unlike much
of the land in southern Missouri.  The valley floor was cleared and
planted in crops while the surrounding hillsides were timbered and
used for grazing livestock.  By the 1930’s the thin soils were eroded
away and the land could no longer support the families trying to live
there.  A 1939 aerial photo of the valley shows the eroded hillsides
surrounding the two family home sites and the bare valley floor
cleared for crop farming.

Sometime in the early 1940’s some conservation efforts were
made to halt the erosion.  Gullies were dammed with stone, hillsides
were no longer plowed, and one area was planted with thousands of
pine seedlings.  Today the erosion is minimal and those pine
seedlings are trees standing 65 feet tall!  The hillsides have grown
back in native oak and hickory with patches of native pine and cedar
scattered about the valley.  The old plowed fields are quickly moving
through a natural succession and are on their way to becoming
forested once again.

Since owning
the property,
Sherwood Forest
has tried to man-
age the land
wisely.  After
first purchasing
the camp in
1978, the U.S.
S o i l
C o n s e r va t i o n
Service helped
to develop a
conservation plan, and more recently an agreement was signed with
the Missouri Department of Conservation to develop a “Land
Stewardship Program.” Working with the Conservation Department,
the camp was able to develop a plan that allows for the land to be
used for multiple purposes, including timber production, wildlife
enhancement, eco-diversity, outdoor education and, of course,
camping!

Some parts of the plan have already been initiated.  Timber has
been sold from 87 acres of the more mature oak woodland, 8 acres
of a wooded hill-
side has been
burned off in
order to create an
“oak savanna”
type forest, and
13 acres of the
overgrown fields
have been burned
off in order to
create more
diverse wildlife

SHERWOOD FOREST AS SEEN THROUGH THE EYES OF GARY CHASTAIN

Gary Chastain

continued on
back page

Addie Bond and Ann King

Sherwood Forest Camp looking South

Controlled burn site
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CONTRIBUTORS TO SHERWOOD FOREST CAMP
December 1, 2004 - February 28, 2005

$10,000 AND UP
Anheuser-Busch Charitable Trust 
John Allan Love Charitable

Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Kisling Foundation
James H. Woods Foundation
Anonymous (2)

$2,500 - $4,999
Betsey and Bill Comfort
Franc Family Fund of Greater 

St. Louis Community Foundation
Ronald McDonald House Charities

$1,000 - $2,499
Fox Family Foundation
The Kellwood Foundation
Eric T. and Elizabeth C. Jacobsen

Foundation
Pershing Charitable Trust
The Sidener Foundation
Jack and Pat Taylor

$500 - $999
Speedy and Honey Altman Memorial

Camp Foundation
Ed and Cindy Becker
Maggie and Ron Holtman
Pat and Sam Hopmeier
Dorothy and Jim Jacobsen
Jack Leone
Mont and Karen Levy
Rothman Furniture
Stein Family Philanthropic Fund
Paul and Marjorie Young

$250 - $499
Paul Atkins
Morton and Norma Baron
Gary and Joan Burger 
Lettie Burgett 
Steve and Chrissy Hereford
Bud and Haze Herzog Jr.
Lisa and Dave Holley
Sue and Don Levin
Cindy Martin
Pafadenhauer Financial Services
Brooks and Lynne Parriott
Mary Pautz
Ron Pitner, Ph.D.
Shannon Presley
Mary Rogers
Janet and Dale Steinback
Janet Wagner-Dembinsky

$100 - $249
Neil and Ellen Abramson
Arcadia Valley Drug
Architectural Design Guild
Hollye Atwood
Edith Becker
Daniel Billington
Robert and Marjorie Blanke Jr.
Bill and Jackie Bollinger
Dr. George Bradbury III
James Briscuso
Mary Ellen Brockmann
Anna Lee Brown
Charlotte Brown
The Steven J. Carman Family
William and Marjorie Clark
Brian Clinton
Charles and Mary Curran
Dierberg's Markets
Bart Douglas
Joan and Bob Dwyer
Terry Dyonzak
Sharon Fitelson
Paul and Terri Flotken
Ira and Judy Gall
Lil and Gary Giessow
Al and Judy Goldman
Paul Griffin

Susie Gutman-Vitrey
Claire Halpern and 

Michael Greenfield
Morris and Denise Hervey
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Holthaus Jr.
Jeanette Hughes
Rip and Anne Hyland
Charles and Sally Kopman
Nick and Judy Kouchoukos
John Lang
Lucy Lopata
Jay and Susan Meier III
Steve and Mary Ann Morovitz
Marvin and Neva Moskowitz
Jesse Myer III
Yvonne "Zig" Nuzzo
Brad and Kathryn Olson
Eric and Nobue Olwig
David Orthwein
Jean Marie and Chris Pauli
Steven and Julie Plax
Frank Pollnow Jr.
Paul and Judy Putzel
Barb Ringwald
Graham Rogan
Harry Scott
Jim and Arden Sidwell Jr.
Nardie and Sally Stein
Mary and Bill Stewart
Marion and Harry Strachan 
J. Kennard Streett and Pattie Teper
Bonnie Summers
UMB Bank, N.A.
Kenneth and Amy Wartman
Felix and Susan Williams 
James Woods Jr.

UP TO $99
Sal Alatorre
Curt and Carmen Alatorre-Martin
Paul and Ann Arenberg
Charlena Aumiller
C. Dean Bahre
Donald and Elizabeth Bidgood
Mrs. Robert Black
Judy and Norman Bokal-Potter
George Bradbury Jr.
Frank and Carol Buchmeier Jr.
Ronald Bull
Marshall Bush
Annette Casey
Dennis and Marilyn Casey
Bill and Angie Chastain
Jim Cornbleet
Anna Crew
Carolyn and Rick Dames
Natalie Dohr
Mike Ernst
H.F. and Kathleen Faught
Terry and Elaine Flieg
Scott Franc
Mr. and Mrs. William Freschi
Lois and Bob Friedman
Thomas and Mindee Gall
Betsy and Spencer Garland
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gilbert
Bill and Sandi Glassman
Wendy and Steve Glazer
Jane Greenfield
Sandra Gussner
Edward and Mary Beth Haberstroh
Lee Anne Heise and Jim Hollrah
Buddy Hochman
Joan Hubbard
Lyn and Denis Isenberg
Molly and Curt Ittner
Cindy Janney
David and Sharon Kaiser
Gordie and Laura Kaplan
Michael and Jodi Kaplan
Wendy Koch
Elayne and David Lieberman
Patty Lindgren
Barb and Bill Maher
Margaret Mazzotta

John McDaniel Jr.
Lou and Bert Melchior
Michelle Metzler and Chad Tomek
Alice Miller
Steve and Mary Ann Morovitz
Joe and Sarah Murphy
Robert and Betty Nellums
Angie Nicholson
Jim Oetting
Ann and Don Olson
Marcia Osborne
David Politte and Michael Alspaw
William and Jane Paule
PEO Sisterhood Chapter I.D.
Sarah Pike
Rachel Presley-Smith
Lynn Ricci
Cheryl Riley
James and Sheryl Rosen
Marge and Bob Rosenthal
Marty and Karen Rosso
Federick and Bobbette Saemisch
John Sauer, D.D.S.
Lawrence and Julia Schulte
Tim and Jamia Seifert
Andy Sidwell
George and Connie Stephans
Donna Stevens
Steve's Cookware
Alan and Joanne Travis
Tom and Madge Treeger
Angela Turner-Quigless
Teresa Willis
Chrissy Wolfersberger
Bonnie Woolverton

ANNIVERSARY
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Schneiderman

Bob and Barbara Platzer

BIRTH
Ibrahim Immanuel Smith

Rachel Presley-Smith

BIRTHDAY
Louis Melchoir

Anna Lee Brown
Don and Nancy Steele 
Margie and Bert Talcoff 

Lilly Stolz
Craig and Andie LaBarge

MEMORIAL
Anabeth Brandle

Howard and Katherine Ohline
F. Joseph and Francis Schulte

Betty Caspari
Board of Directors
Nancy Forcier
Lou and Bert Melchior

Dr. and Mrs. D. R. Chase
Anne Chase-Lock

Gene Ebele
Marilyn and Bill Ells

Elaine Gralnick
Robert and Barbara Platzer 

Joseph Lynch
Mary Jane Lynch

Normal Murray
Mary Jane Lynch

James L. Sloss, Jr.
Christopher and 
Katherine Tabor

Emil and Mary Ann Wiggins
Nolan and Sue Stivers 

RECOVERY
Kay Ullman

Robert and Barbara Platzer

TRIBUTES
Sharon Barnholtz

Robert and Barbara Platzer 
Jack Brackbill

Bruce and Sarah Higginbotham

Jan Dembinsky
William and Marguerite 

Hilker, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Franc       

Ken and Lauren Ludmerer
Ted Isaacs

Adam and Laurel Kibel
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Robbins

Jim Jacobsen
Don and Ann Olson
Kellwood

Joan Mass
Peter and Ann Husch

Louis G. Melchior
Stanley and Ann Abrams

Michelle Metzler
Sarah and Greg Jacobson

IN-KIND/
DONATION OF ITEMS
Sal Alatorre
Architectural Design Guild
Chase Park Plaza Cinema 
W. W. Collinger
Wayne Fischer, DDS
Dorothy and Jim Jacobsen
Jay and Susan Meyer
Alice Miller
Brett and Lynne Prywitch
Kyle and Stacy Turley

VOLUNTEERS
Rochelle Aaronson
Cindy Becker
Ben Bond
Mary Bond
Deidre Bowling
Colin Boyd-Adams
Tynisha Brooks
Marcia Brockman
DeDe Brooks
Alyssa Brown
Eric Cain
John Castulik
Joe Colvin

Betsey Comfort
Kelly Curran
Koreem Deanes
Gabe Edwards
Judy Farrelly
Michele Ferber
Ashley Fetch
Kim Flood
Allegra Foley
Bryant Garden
Tracy Grypp
Antoin Harris
Debbie Harris
Alexis Healey
Lovell Henderson
Johnathan Hobbs
Phillip Hobbs
Steven Hodges
Sam Hopmeier
Daniel Hunter
Pam Jacobsen
Abigayl Kemper
Ann King
Becky Kowelski
Sue Levin
Julie Lewis-Farrelly
Marcy Mamroth
Michael Mann
Mickey Massa
Sage Martinez
Joe Mruzik
Matt Mulligan
Sherita Nunnalley
Brittany O’Gorman
Peggy Presley
Rachel Presley-Smith
Chris Ryan
Kristen Saverin
Pat Schneider
Margaret Smith
Mauria Tomlin
Darlana Williams
Felix Williams
Kristopher Womack

2004 Campers Sycamore Springs

2004 Campers Shire
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WISH LIST
ART SUPPLIES
Construction paper
Poster paints
Embroidery thread
Paint brushes of varying sizes
100 lbs of self-hardening clay
200 lbs of low-firing clay
50 pkg of assorted colors of

magic markers
16 - safety scissors for

camper use
20 to 30 watercolor paint sets
Pony beads of assorted colors
Lanyard string of various

colors
Model Magic
Lots of Popsicle sticks

GAMES
Sorry
Pick-up Sticks
Jacks
Checkers

Chess
Assorted fun board games

for 7-10 year olds and 
11-16 year olds

ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT
Soccer balls
Basketballs
Volleyballs
6 - Nerf balls
Archery Supplies

Arrows 28 inches long
Target covers

POOL SUPPLIES
Lifeguard throw ropes
Pool toys (no inflatable)
Deck chairs (resin)

CAMPING SUPPLIES
Wet bags for canoe trips
10 - tarps 12x12 or as close

as you can find

OTHER SUMMER VISIT DATES
If you can’t make it to the Hopmeier House and Jacobsen

Library dedication, and would like to see our camp in action,
(and we do mean action!) we would love for you to arrange to
visit us this summer.  We have several visit dates already on the
calendar, but if none of these fit your schedule, call or email us
and we’ll arrange your own camp visit.

did not know what to think.  Seconds earlier I pictured us having a
blast, swimming, screaming, running and laughing.  It turned out
Josh was disabled.  

In the Dining Hall, each of us waited with anticipation as our
names were called to our assigned cabin groups.  When Josh’s name
was called for a particular cabin, mine was not included in that
group.  It ended up that we were not in the same group only because
he was a year younger than me.  

For the first two days, I refused to have fun.  But every time I went
to the swimming pool, I saw Josh laughing and screaming with
delight.  When he did see me, he always asked me to swim with him.
To this day, I remember swimming with Josh and having so much
fun, laughing and playing in the pool.  

That experience changed how I thought of people who have dis-
abilities, and in many ways of how I thought about a lot of people,
and even myself.  Josh taught me an important lesson that summer
at Sherwood Forest Camp—not to assume people’s inadequacies.
Many of life’s important lessons I learned at camp-- as a camper, a
leadership graduate, and as a staff member.  I share this experience
to illustrate the importance that Sherwood Forest Camp has on the
youth of St. Louis, how Sherwood Forest changes lives through its
mission to teach friendship, cooperation, and learning through camp
experiences.

I now support Sherwood Forest Camp in giving donations every
year, sometimes more than other times, sometimes not as much.  I
still always support Sherwood Forest Camp whenever I can because
of what it continues to do for kids every summer.  I know that
Sherwood Forest Camp has an impact on each kid who attends, and
I believe the things that Sherwood Forest Camp teaches are funda-
mental.  I hope through my support and yours, it will continue to do
so for many more summers to come!

habitat.  In addition, fisheries biologists have inventoried the fish
population in Buder Lake to create a plan to manage the lake for
fishing opportunities.  All of these projects have been done with the
goal of using the land responsibly.

The Land Stewardship Program plan is a long-term project with
more work to do and some work needing to be done on a continual
basis.  Much of the work that still needs to be done requires man-
power and resources the camp is in the process of developing.
Fortunately, Sherwood Forest has many friends, and when volun-
teers are sought they are usually found.  

In the last quarter century, there have been hundreds of campers,
staff, and board members who have dedicated many hours planting
seedlings, building trails, and maintaining campsites.  They all
deserve many thanks for their contributions to the future of
Sherwood Forest Camp.  

SHERWOOD FOREST AS SEEN THROUGH
THE EYES OF GARY CHASTAIN continued

“MY FIRST DAY AT SHERWOOD
FOREST CAMP” continued

Thank 
You

for supporting our camp!

Becky Bryant and campers
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